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(Twice Amended) A delay time adjusting method of adjusting a delay time of 
an input first periodic signal so that a phase of said input first periodic signal and a 
phase of an^utput second periodic signal match each other based on a comparison 
between phasefe of said input first periodic signal and said input second periodic signal, 
the method comprising the step of: 

adjusting saia\delay time so that, when a phase of a predetermined rising edge 
of said output second periodic signal is behind a phase of a predetermined rising edge 
of said input first periodic^signal, said predetermined rising edge of said output second 
periodic signal matches a rising edge of said input first periodic signal, a phase of the 
rising edge being behind and nearest to said phase of said predetermined rising edge 
of said output second periodic signal, wherein the adjusting of said delay is irrespective 
of said comparison when starting the adjusting of said delay. 

4. (Twice Amended) A delay time adjusting method of adjusting a delay time of 
an input first periodic signal so that a phaise of said input first periodic signal and a 
phase of an output second periodic signal match each other based on a comparison 
between phases of said input first periodic s\gf;\a\ and said input second periodic signal, 
the method comprising: 

a first step of judging whether a phase of a jsiredetermined rising edge of said 
output second periodic signal is behind a phase of a f(rst rising edge of said input first 
periodic signal; and 

a second step of increasing the delay time to adjus\said phase of said output 
second periodic signal so that, when said phase of said preoetermined rising edge is 
judged to be behind said phase of said first rising edge in said\rst step, said phase of 
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said predetermined rising edge ar^d a phase of a second rising edge of said input first 
^ \/ periodic signal match each other, tft^ second rising edge being one period behind said 



first rising edge, wherein the judging and delaying is irrespective of said comparison 
9 when starting the delay time adjustnnenf 




5. (Twice Amended) A delay time adjusting circuit for adjusting a delay time of 
an input signal so that a phase of said input signal and a phase of an output signal 
match each other between phases based on a comparison of said input signal and said 
output signal, the circuit comprising: 

detecting means for detecting a phase difference between said phase of said 
input signal and said phase of said output signal; and 

delaying means for increasing a delay time of said phase of said output signal 
irrespective of said detection of phase difference when starting the delay time 
adjustment until said phase difference becomes N periods, where N is an integer other 
than zero. 



6>Q'wice Amended) A delay time adjusting circuit for adjusting a delay time of 
an input first p^iodic signal so that a phase of said input first periodic signal and a 
phase of an outpufsecond periodic signal match each other based on a comparison 
between phases of said rt:iput first periodic signal and said input second periodic signal, 
the circuit comprising: 

judging means forjudging vvKether a phase of a predetermined rising edge of 
said output second periodic signal is behind a phase of a predetermined rising edge of 
said input first periodic signal; and 
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drying means for adjusting said delay time so that, when said phase of said 
predetermined rising edge of said output second periodic signal is judged to be behind 
said phase orsaid predetermined rising edge of said input first periodic signal by said 
judging means, \aid predetermined rising edge of said output second periodic signal 
matches a rising ecige of said input first periodic signal, a phase of the rising edge being 
behind and nearest tc) said phase of said predetermined rising edge of said output 
second periodic signal,V/herein the judging and delaying is irrespective of said 
comparison when starting\the delay time adjustment. 

7. (Twice Amended) V delay time adjusting circuit for adjusting a delay time of 
an input first periodic signal sosthat a phase of said input first periodic signal and a 
phase of an output second periomc signal match each other based on a comparison 
between phases of said input first periodic signal and said input second periodic signal, 
the circuit comprising: \ 

delaying means for delaying saidViput first periodic signal so as to generate said 
output second periodic signal; \ 

phase-detecting means for detecting whether a phase of a predetermined rising 
edge of said output second periodic signal is behind a phase of a first rising edge of 
said input first periodic signal; and \ 

adjusting means for controlling said delayingVieans so that, when said phase of 
said predetermined rising edge is judged to be behind^aid phase of said first rising 
edge by said phase-detecting means, said delaying mearis delays said phase of said 
output second periodic signal until said phase of said predetermined rising edge and a 
phase of a second rising edge of said input first periodic signaJ match each other, the 
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